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4he unaffected modes, and cheeiful 
entertainment ot rural simplicity. He 
possessed a palate to make choice 
of his dish and was no enemy to 
that modeiate glass which adds oil 
to the wheel of cuculating discourse. 
He received none ot his education 
at the school of scandal, and theie- 
foie the blunders of the last paity, 
or the backbiting ot his neighbour, 
formed no part ot his conveisation. 
He heartily joined m what good 
could be said ot an absent hiend or 
foe; and was not averie to limit the 
eccentricities ot those who were pie- 
sent, by witty insinuations, and gentle 
blame. He perused periodical publi- 
cations, noticed passing events, in 
town and country, read the gazette, 
observed modem fashions, and im- 
provements, and thus stood piepared 
to make remaiks on existing cncum- 
stances, and " manneis as ihey lose ■' 
He was a politician in common with 
every British subject, but, though a 
determined loyalist, his political 
principles never urged him to make 
a hot or too sanguine opposition to 
the noisy reformer and wild theorist. 
To all this it is unnecessary to add 
his company was couited; 1 nomas 
was Welcome in a double sense. 
fie lived beloved, and died lament- 
ed, a ii. 
Ballynulrinch. 



For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 

IF the following ideas, which arose 
after a conveisation that tyok pLce 
■on hearing an account of the uniortu- 
nate leimuuuon ot Sir John Moore's 
expedition, is woithy a place in jour 
magazine, you have the libeiiy ot a 
friend to your publication to insert 
them. I. 

THOUGHTS ON SIR JOHN MOORt's 
EXPEDITION, 

Could we divest ourselves of all 
those feelings which bind society to- 
gether, could we lay aside those prin- 
ciples of benevolence and philanthiopy 
which all religions inculcate, and 
tould we view the great end of the 
last eighteen years of desolating war, 
which has spread misery beyond even 
the confines of Europe, then might 
we rejoice on beholding the carnage 



of the well fought field, and see re- 
flected from the flowing blood, as horn 
a minor, future happiness to man- 
kind, but to us it is not allowed to 
scan the ways of the Almighty, and. 
although the pageot mstoij even tells, 
us, that the wars ot Greece and Koine 
spiead civilization auti the arts, wher- 
eyer their triumphant armies fixed 
their slandaids, we cannot so larie- 
nounce oui teenngs, and impress on 
oui minds, the bright images ot the 
future piospect, as not to sympathize 
with the sulieieis in the present con- 
tent, and blame those whose folly and 
ambition, bloiy the trumpet ot war. 
How long the comtoit and happiness 
of the many, will be sacrificed to tne 
inleiest ot the few, rtisnot for us to 
say, but we hope the day is not far 
distant, when the wisdom ot the liu- 
tish nation will triumph over the pre- 
sent opposing obstacles to its happi- 
ness, establisn its constitution, on those 
principles 1 ot justice which dictated 
Magna Chaita and the bill ot ughts, 
shake off totally the galling influence 
of the feudal system, see true glory 
alone, in promoting the happiness of 
the people , and true honour, in ful- 
filling their engagements with tne sur- 
lounding nation!, Never was amoie 
false position upheld, than that na- 
tions should not be bound by the same 
principles of integrity, as individuals, 
in vain have PutlenUorf and Giotius 
dtsplajed the principles ot ualionaj 
molality, and no wondet tnat many 
ciy out eternal war, for alliances have 
been looked upon as only binding so 
long as a nation was alienor to its 
ally, and negotiations transacted moie 
like the business of swiudleis thai} 
the acts ot enlightened nations, who 
might consider, that the more piosf- 
peious and populous their neighbour 
were, the greater field would be open, 
ed lor their indusliyto hud a rewa.d, 
and a market wheiein to exchange 
the pioduce of a dilleient soil and 
climate, and such is the wisdom dis- 
played in the formation of this earth, that 
no countiy pioduces all the necessaries 
of even the most simple state of socie- 
ty, still less enough to satisfy theciav- 
mg appetite of luxurious people, mak- 
ing necessary a communication Oy 
winch kmdiles» might be exleudedt» 
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the nemdtest comers of the earth, and 
convett .mankind into oue.great Umi 
ly, it-ciprocally extending their arms 
to confer benefits on each<othcr. H« 
dilfoent is the pictuie .pieseiited to 
wir vrew on every side, mu.ual jeal- 
ousy of prospeiity, and industry only 
directed to acquiring ncnes anil pow- 
er, >m order lo vex and destroy each 
other. Ambition, the dire ambition 
ot possessing all things, of governing 
all, has, wasted the blood of t lie world, 
and destioyecl the happiness; of millions. 
From the days ot xilexauder to the 
present, it has oeen the constant pi ac- 
Uee of contending nations, to endea- 
vour to "fix the seat of war 111 the 
enemies' country; but unfortunately 
tor England, siuce the hist alarm of 
revolution engaged hei as an acting 
partner m the war, she has nevei been 
able to accomplish this plan, and her 
endeavouis after thisgrand object, have 
only -brought destruction into tne teru- 
toryofJier allies. She has seen state 
alter slate, fall Jbefore the republican 
energy ot new- levies, and tbetiametl 
bands ot the Great Frederick, resist m 
vain, -the impetuous attack, of almost 
undisciplined recruits ; mutual jealou- 
sies dividing the continent, the most 
powerful Rations have now bowed be- 
fore t'ne eagles of France, and left 
England 'alone and unfriended to con- 
tend foi hei independence. W'hethei i\$r. 
fill's -opiwion of the iugh value of tne 
command tit the inouth ot the Scheldt, 
combined » ith the idea of -destroj ing a 
few snips ot the uiie, dictated this un- 
fortunate expedition, or that ofuivid- 
Vo% the attention ot Napoleon, it is im- 
possible for us to tell. If, however, 
ifte -first wetvtioiwd objects weife Ute 
cause »t the launching ot this immense 
armament, M-r. Pitt must have been 
apparency ill acquainted with the 
form ot-the aflfjomiflg coast, and the 
present ministry ot Wie sftuatiooand na- 
lure oltlie island <;f Walcuereii, winch 
from it* pmximfty to otbei islands, and 
its flatness vuu^t be ever liable to at- 
tack, and could not be maintained but 
at «ui expence -of both men and ships, 
atotally above its value ; and it the des- 
truction of tile seven sir ps of the fine 
was the objedt, it would seem to say 
to the gallant commanders of the Bri- 
tish Navy, we hav'e not such confi- 
dence in your powers, but that the 
destruction ot a French ship is to be 



desiied at however greit anexpence, 
and if the opinion pievailed, that by 
an attack on the coast of Holland the 
attention and power of 'Fiance might 
be divided, it would appeal that the 
platiueis of the expedition have been 
very inattentive -to tne Napoleon mode 
of warfare, which <x>mmands success 
by never allowing a secondaiy object 
to interfere with a primary one. His 
plan has always been to overcome the 
greatest obstacle, justly conceiving 
that the lesser must then give way of 
course. 'If instead of dividing our own 
forces we had concentrated the whole 
power in Spam, theu might we liuve 
acted with full effect and given spirit 
both to Germany and Spam ; unhap- 
pily tins plan was not adopted, and af- 
ter a total /allure of our scheme* oij 
the Scheldt, by the unforeseen and vi- 
gorous opposition of the Gainson of 
Flushing, and mortality which ensued, 
we have to lopk at the destruction of 
our gallant army in Spain, suciihcecl 
we may say, to (he feeble and ill 
concerted eltoits of a party contending 
for the re-establishment of a govern- 
ment as it would appear for which 
the people were not anxious, no doubt 
the Spaniards feel themselves in some 
degree uneasy at the transfer to new 
masters, unacquainted with their pre- 
judices, and habits, but what has the 
Junta promisee; to attach the people 
to the cause of their dethroned 
monarcn > had they promised Spam a 
refoini of those aouses apparent to 
the meanest subject, and had England 
seconded their views, and appealed 
as guaiautee for the due execution 
of the scheme, then might the people 
have risen with that energy, which 
the love of liberty always inspires; 
tlien might the throne ot Napoleon 
been made to loltei ; then might 
England have met with people worthy 
of being assisted, and our army com- 
batants and fneucte equally anxious 
for gloiy Us themselves. 

To the Editor oft)ie Beifaqt Magazine, 

m — — < — 

SIR, 

[ send you the first oration pf 
Cicei o against Catalitve, as a specimen 
of a translation wjnch was intended 10 
be "close, but not sd close, as to be 
servile ; free, but not so free, as to be li- 
centious." 1 request the atticism pf 



